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Classification Code Number)
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Brandon F. Lombardi, Esq.

Chief Legal Officer and Corporate Secretary

Sprouts Farmers Market, Inc.

11811 N. Tatum Boulevard

Suite 2400

Phoenix, Arizona 85028

(480) 814-8016

(Name, address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of agent for service)

Copy to:

Howard A. Kenny, Esq.

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

101 Park Avenue

New York, NY 10178

(212) 309-6000

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: As soon as practicable after the effective date of this Registration Statement.

If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933,
check the following box.    þ

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, please check the following box and list the
Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.    ¨

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities Act registration
statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.    ¨

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(d) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities Act registration
statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.    ¨

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting company. See the
definitions of �large accelerated filer,� �accelerated filer� and �smaller reporting company� in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check one):
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Large accelerated filer þ Accelerated filer ¨
Non-accelerated filer ¨  (Do not check if a smaller reporting company) Smaller reporting company ¨

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of Each Class of Securities to be Registered

Number of

Shares to be
Registered

Proposed Maximum

Offering Price

per Share(1)

Proposed Maximum
Aggregate Offering

Price(1)
Amount of

Registration Fee
Common Stock, $0.001 par value per share 15,847,800 $35.85 $568,143,630 $66,018.29

(1) Estimated solely for the purpose of calculating the registration fee pursuant to Rule 457(c) under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and is based
upon the average of the high and low sales prices of the Company�s common stock as reported on the NASDAQ Global Select Market on February 26,
2015.

The Registrant hereby amends this Registration Statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date until the Registrant shall
file a further amendment which specifically states that this Registration Statement shall thereafter become effective in accordance with Section 8(a) of the
Securities Act of 1933 or until the Registration Statement shall become effective on such date as the Commission, acting pursuant to said Section 8(a),
may determine.
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The information in this preliminary prospectus is not complete and may be changed. These securities may not be sold until the
registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is effective. This preliminary prospectus is not an offer to sell
nor does it seek an offer to buy these securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not permitted.

Subject to Completion. Dated March 4, 2015

PROSPECTUS

15,847,800 Shares

Common Stock

This prospectus relates solely to sales of Sprouts Farmers Market, Inc. common stock by the selling stockholders named in this prospectus. The
selling stockholders may offer and sell shares of our common stock from time to time in amounts, at prices and on terms that will be determined
at the time of any such offering. Each of the selling stockholders may be deemed an affiliate of ours. See �Prospectus Summary � Selling
Stockholders.�

These sales may occur at fixed prices, at market prices prevailing at the time of sale, at prices related to prevailing market price, or at negotiated
prices. The distribution of the common stock by the selling stockholders may be effected from time to time through brokerage transactions,
block trades, purchases by a broker/dealer as principal and resale by the broker�dealer for its account, privately negotiated transactions and any
other method permitted by applicable law. The brokers or dealers through or to whom the shares of common stock may be sold may be deemed
underwriters of the shares within the meaning of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, in which event all brokerage commissions or discounts
and other compensation received by those brokers or dealers may be deemed to be underwriting compensation. To the extent required, the names
of any underwriters and applicable commissions or discounts and any other required information with respect to any particular sale will be set
forth in an accompanying prospectus supplement. See �Plan of Distribution� for a further description of how the selling stockholders may dispose
of the common stock covered by this prospectus.

We are not selling any common stock under this prospectus and will not receive any proceeds from the sale of common stock to be offered by
the selling stockholders. We will pay the expenses, other than underwriting discounts and commissions, associated with the sale of shares by the
selling stockholders.

Our common stock is listed on the NASDAQ Global Select Market under the symbol �SFM.� On March 3, 2015, the last reported sale price of our
common stock was $35.16 per share.

Investing in our common stock involves risks. See �Risk Factors� beginning on page 8 for a discussion of factors you should consider before
buying shares of our common stock.
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Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or
passed upon the accuracy or adequacy of this prospectus. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

Prospectus dated                     
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Neither we, the selling stockholders nor any underwriter have authorized anyone to provide any information or to make any
representations other than those contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus or in any prospectus supplement or free
writing prospectuses we have prepared. We and the underwriters take no responsibility for, and can provide no assurance as to the
reliability of, any other information that others may give you. This prospectus is an offer to sell only the shares of common stock offered
hereby, but only under circumstances and in jurisdictions where it is lawful to do so. The information contained or incorporated by
reference in this prospectus or any prospectus supplement is current only as of its date.

This prospectus includes our trademarks and service marks, SPROUTS FARMERS MARKET®, SPROUTS® and HEALTHY LIVING FOR
LESS!®, which are protected under applicable intellectual property laws and are the property of Sprouts. This prospectus also contains
trademarks, service marks, trade names and copyrights of other companies, which are the property of their respective owners. Solely for
convenience, trademarks and trade names referred to in this prospectus may appear without the ® or TM symbols. We do not intend our use or
display of other parties� trademarks, trade names or service marks to imply, and such use or display should not be construed to imply, a
relationship with, or endorsement or sponsorship of us by, these other parties.

1
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the �SEC�) using a �shelf�
registration process. Under this shelf registration process, the selling stockholders may sell certain shares of our common stock in one or more
offerings. When the selling stockholders sell shares of common stock under this shelf registration process, we may provide a prospectus
supplement that will contain more specific information about the terms of such offering. The prospectus supplement may add, update or change
the information contained or incorporated in this prospectus. The prospectus supplement will supersede this prospectus to the extent it contains
information that is different from, or that conflicts with, the information contained or incorporated in this prospectus. We may also authorize one
or more free writing prospectuses to be provided to you that may contain material information relating to an offering. You should read and
consider all information contained in this prospectus and any accompanying prospectus supplement (and any related free writing prospectus that
we may authorize to be provided to you) in making your investment decision.

This prospectus does not contain all of the information included in the registration statement. The registration statement filed with the SEC
includes or incorporates by reference exhibits that provide more details about the matters discussed in this prospectus. You should carefully read
this prospectus, the related exhibits filed with the SEC and any prospectus supplement, together with the additional information described below
under the headings �Where You Can Find Additional Information� and �Incorporation of Documents by Reference.�

No offer of these securities will be made in any jurisdiction where the offer is not permitted.

As used in this prospectus, unless the context otherwise requires, references to the �Company,� �Sprouts,� �we,� �us� and �our� refer to Sprouts Farmers
Market, Inc. and, where appropriate, its subsidiaries.

2
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SPECIAL NOTE REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference into it, including the sections entitled �Prospectus Summary� and �Risk Factors,�
contain forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the �Securities Act�), and
Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the �Exchange Act�). All statements other than statements of historical facts
contained in this prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference into it, including statements regarding our future operating results and
financial position, business strategy, and plans and objectives of management for future operations, are forward-looking statements. In many
cases, you can identify forward-looking statements by terms such as �may,� �should,� �expects,� �plans,� �anticipates,� �could,� �intends,� �target,� �projects,�
�contemplates,� �believes,� �estimates,� �predicts,� �potential,� or �continue� or the negative of these terms or other similar expressions.

The forward-looking statements contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus reflect our views as of the dates of such statements
about future events and are subject to risks, uncertainties, assumptions, and changes in circumstances that may cause our actual results,
performance, or achievements to differ significantly from those expressed or implied in any forward-looking statement. Although we believe
that the expectations reflected in the forward-looking statements are reasonable, we cannot guarantee future events, results, performance, or
achievements. A number of important factors could cause actual results to differ materially from those indicated by the forward-looking
statements, including, without limitation, those factors described in �Risk Factors� in this prospectus and our Form 10-K incorporated by reference
herein and �Management�s Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations� in our Form 10-K incorporated by reference
herein. Some of the key factors that could cause actual results to differ from our expectations include the following:

� our ability to open new stores;

� our ability to maintain or increase comparable store sales;

� disruption of significant supplier relationships;

� significant interruptions in the operations of our distribution centers or supply chain network;

� the failure of our information technology systems;

� the potential for our newly opened stores to negatively impact our financial results in the short or long term;

� our ability to identify market trends and react to changing consumer preferences;

� our ability to maintain or improve operating margins;

� the impact of quality or food safety concerns;

� our ability to maintain our brand value and reputation;

� the retention of key management;
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� our ability to attract, train and retain store team members;

� union organization activities;

� our high level of fixed lease obligations;

� our ability to accurately estimate claims under our insurance plans;

� our ability to service our debt obligations;

3
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� restrictions in our debt agreements;

� the limited experience of our management in managing a public company;

� the competitive nature of the industry in which we conduct our business;

� disruption in the supply of produce or fresh, natural and organic products;

� general economic conditions affecting consumer spending;

� the geographic concentration of our stores;

� increased commodity prices and lack of availability;

� increased energy costs;

� the effect of increased labor costs;

� increases in the cost of our marketing, advertising, and promotional activities;

� the occurrence of a widespread health epidemic;

� our ability to raise additional capital to finance the growth of our business;

� the effects of government regulation;

� liabilities arising out of our nutrition-oriented educational activities;

� our inability to protect our intellectual property;

� changes in accounting standards;

� the outcome of litigation against us;
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� increased costs as the result of being a public company;

� our ability to maintain effective internal control over financial reporting; and

� the potential for our goodwill to become impaired.
Readers are urged to consider these factors carefully in evaluating the forward-looking statements and are cautioned not to place undue reliance
on these forward-looking statements. All of the forward-looking statements we have included or incorporated by reference in this prospectus are
based on information available to us on the date of such statements. We undertake no obligation to publicly update or revise any
forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future events, or otherwise, except as otherwise required by law.

4
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PROSPECTUS SUMMARY

This summary highlights information contained elsewhere in this prospectus or incorporated by reference into this prospectus from our Annual
Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 28, 2014, as amended on Form 10-K/A (referred to as our �Form 10-K�) and our other
filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission (referred to as the �SEC�) listed in the section of this prospectus entitled �Incorporation
of Documents by Reference� and does not contain all of the information that you should consider in making your investment decision. Before
investing in our common stock, you should carefully read this prospectus and the information incorporated by reference herein in their entirety,
including the section entitled �Risk Factors� in this prospectus and in our Form 10-K and our consolidated financial statements and related
notes included in our Form 10-K.

The Company

Sprouts Farmers Market operates as a healthy grocery store that offers fresh, natural and organic food that includes fresh produce, bulk foods,
vitamins and supplements, grocery, meat and seafood, bakery, dairy, frozen foods, body care and natural household items catering to consumers�
growing interest in eating and living healthier. Since our founding in 2002, we have grown rapidly, significantly increasing our sales, store count
and profitability. We are one of the largest specialty retailers of fresh, natural and organic food in the United States.

The cornerstones of our business are fresh, natural and organic products at compelling prices (which we refer to as �Healthy Living for Less�), an
attractive and differentiated shopping experience, and knowledgeable team members who we believe provide best-in-class customer service and
product education.

Healthy Living for Less. We offer high-quality, fresh, natural and organic products at attractive prices in every department. Consistent with our
farmers market heritage, our offering begins with fresh produce, which we source, warehouse and distribute in-house and sell at prices we
believe to be significantly below those of other food retailers. In addition, our scale, operating structure and deep industry relationships position
us to consistently deliver �Healthy Living for Less� throughout the store. Based on our experience, we believe we attract a broad customer base,
including conventional supermarket customers, and appeal to a much wider demographic than other specialty retailers of natural and organic
food. We believe that over time, our compelling prices and product offering convert many �trial� customers into loyal �lifestyle� customers who
shop Sprouts with greater frequency and across an increasing number of departments.

Attractive, Differentiated Shopping Experience. In a convenient, small-box format (average store size of 28,000 to 30,000 sq. ft.), our stores have
a farmers market feel, with a bright, open-air atmosphere to create a comfortable and engaging in-store experience. We strive to be our
customers� everyday healthy grocery store. We feature fresh produce and bulk foods at the center of the store surrounded by a complete grocery
offering, including vitamins and supplements, grocery, meat and seafood, bakery, dairy, frozen foods, beer and wine, body care and natural
household items. Consistent with our fresh, natural and organic offering, we choose not to carry most of the traditional, national branded
consumer packaged goods generally found at conventional grocery retailers (e.g., Doritos, Tide and Lucky Charms). Instead, we offer
high-quality, healthier alternatives that emphasize our focus on fresh, natural and organic products at great values.

5
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Customer Service and Education. We are dedicated to our mission of �Healthy Living for Less,� and we attract team members who share our
passion for educating and serving our customers with the goal of making healthy eating easier and more accessible. We believe our well-trained
and engaged team members help our customers increasingly understand that they can purchase a wide selection of high-quality, healthy, and
great tasting food for themselves and their families at attractive prices by shopping at Sprouts.

Corporate Information

Sprouts Farmers Market, Inc. is a Delaware corporation. Our principal executive offices are located at 11811 N. Tatum Boulevard, Suite 2400,
Phoenix, Arizona 85028, and our telephone number is (480) 814-8016. Our website address is www.sprouts.com. The information contained on
our website is not incorporated by reference into this prospectus, and you should not consider any information contained on, or that can be
accessed through, our website as part of this prospectus or in deciding whether to purchase our common stock.

Selling Stockholders

In 2002, Sprouts Farmers Markets, LLC, an Arizona limited liability company opened the first Sprouts Farmers Market store in Chandler,
Arizona. In 2011, we were formed when Sprouts Arizona combined with Henry�s Holdings, LLC (referred to as �Henry�s�), which operated 35
Henry�s Farmers Markets stores and eight Sun Harvest Market stores (referred to as the �Henry�s Transaction�). The Henry�s Transaction was led by
investment funds affiliated with, and co-investment vehicles managed by, Apollo Management VI, L.P. (referred to as the �Apollo Funds�),
including each of the selling stockholders. The Apollo Funds are affiliates of Apollo Global Management, LLC (together with its subsidiaries,
referred to as �Apollo�). In May 2012, we acquired Sunflower Farmers Market, Inc., which operated 37 Sunflower Farmers Market stores (referred
to as �Sunflower�). We refer to this as the �Sunflower Transaction.� The Henry�s Transaction and the Sunflower Transaction are collectively referred
to as the �Transactions.� Following the Transactions, immediately prior to our initial public offering, the Apollo Funds held approximately 51.8%
of our common equity.

On July 31, 2013, we priced our initial public offering and on August 1, 2013, our common stock began trading on the Nasdaq Global Select
Market. Following our IPO, the Apollo Funds ownership interest in us was approximately 44.5%. The Apollo Funds, together with other
pre-IPO stockholders, sold shares of our common stock to the public in registered secondary offerings completed in November 2013, March
2014 and August 2014. The Apollo Funds also sold shares of our common stock to the public in a registered secondary offering completed in
November 2014. As of the date of this prospectus, the Apollo Funds hold 15,847,800 shares, representing approximately 10.4% of our common
stock, all of which are offered hereby.

Our Chairman of the Board, Andrew Jhawar, is a senior partner of Apollo Management, L.P., an affiliate of Apollo. Based upon the foregoing,
each of the selling stockholders may be deemed an affiliate of the Company.

6
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The Offering

Securities offered This prospectus relates to the resale from time to time of up to 15,847,800 shares of our
common stock, par value $0.001 per share, held by the selling stockholders named herein.

Common stock outstanding 152,068,893 shares as of March 2, 2015 including the shares offered hereby.

Use of Proceeds The selling stockholders will receive all net proceeds from the sale of the shares of
common stock offered by this prospectus and any accompanying prospectus supplement.
We will not receive any of the proceeds from the sale of our common stock by the selling
stockholders.

Listing of Common Stock Our Common Stock is listed on the NASDAQ Global Select Market under the symbol
�SFM�.

Transfer Agent American Stock Transfer & Trust Company, LLC, 6201 15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
11219

Fees and Expenses We will pay the fees and expenses related to the offering.

Risk Factors Before you invest in our common stock, you should be aware that there are risks
associated with your investment, including the risks described in the section entitled �Risk
Factors� beginning on page 8 of this prospectus. You should carefully read and consider
these risk factors together with all of the other information included in or incorporated by
reference into this prospectus before you decide to purchase shares of our common stock.

7
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RISK FACTORS

Investing in our common stock involves a high degree of risk. You should carefully consider the risks and uncertainties described under �Risk
Factors� in our Form 10-K and in any prospectus supplement, together with all of the other information included or incorporated by reference in
this prospectus and in any prospectus supplement, including our consolidated financial statements and related notes, before deciding whether to
purchase shares of our common stock. Any of these risks could materially and adversely affect our business, operating results, financial
condition, or prospects and cause the value of our common stock to decline, which could cause you to lose all or part of your investment.

8
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USE OF PROCEEDS

The selling stockholders will receive all of the net proceeds from the sale of the shares offered hereby. We will not receive any proceeds from
this offering.

In connection with this offering, we will incur certain issuance costs, consisting of various registration, printing and professional services fees.
We will expense these costs as incurred.

9
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SELLING STOCKHOLDERS

The selling stockholders may from time to time offer and sell any or all of the shares of our common stock set forth below pursuant to this
prospectus. When we refer to �selling stockholders� in this prospectus, we mean the persons listed in the table below, and the pledgees, donees,
transferees, assignees, successors and others who later come to hold any of the selling stockholders� interests in shares of our common stock other
than through a public sale.

The following table sets forth, as of the date of this prospectus, the names of the selling stockholders for whom we are registering shares for
resale to the public, and the number of shares of common stock that the selling stockholders may offer pursuant to this prospectus.

This prospectus relates to the possible resale by certain of our stockholders of up to 15,847,800 shares of our common stock. We have agreed to
register the resale of such shares of common stock pursuant to that certain Stockholders Agreement, dated as of July 29, 2013, by and among us
and all of the holders of our common stock prior to our initial public offering.

Beneficial ownership is determined according to the rules of the SEC and generally means that a person has beneficial ownership of a security if
he, she, or it possesses sole or shared voting or investment power of that security, including options that are currently exercisable or exercisable
within 60 days of the date of this prospectus. Except as indicated by the footnotes below, we believe, based on the information furnished to us,
that the persons named in the table below have sole voting and investment power with respect to all shares of common stock shown that they
beneficially own, subject to community property laws where applicable. The information does not necessarily indicate beneficial ownership for
any other purpose.

Based on the information provided to us by the selling stockholders as of the date of this prospectus, assuming that the selling stockholders sell
all of the shares of our common stock being registered hereunder and do not acquire any additional shares, the selling stockholders will not own
any shares of our common stock after the completion of any offering of the shares being registered hereunder.

We cannot advise you as to whether the selling stockholders will in fact sell any or all of such shares of common stock. In addition, the selling
stockholders may sell, transfer or otherwise dispose of, at any time and from time to time, the shares of our common stock in transactions
exempt from the registration requirements of the Securities Act after the date of this prospectus.

Our calculation of the percentage of beneficial ownership is based on 152,068,893 shares of common stock outstanding as of March 2, 2015.

The description of our relationships with the selling stockholders and their affiliates set forth in �Item 13. Certain Relationships and Related
Transactions, and Director Independence� in our Annual Report on Form 10-K is incorporated by reference herein.

10
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Name of Selling Stockholder

Number of
Shares

Beneficially
Owned

Before the
Offering

Percentage
Beneficially

Owned
Before

the
Offering(1)

Number of
Shares to

be
Sold in the
Offering

Percentage
Beneficially
Owned to

be
Sold in

the
Offering(1)

Number
of

Shares
Beneficially

Owned After
the

Offering

Percentage
Beneficially

Owned
After
the

Offering
AP Sprouts Holdings, LLC(2) 8,302,329 5.5% 8,302,329 5.5% � �
AP Sprouts Holdings (Overseas), L.P.(2) 7,545,471 5.0% 7,545,471 5.0% � �
TOTAL 15,847,800 10.4% 15,847,800 10.4% � �

(1) Total does not equal the sum of the percentages in the table due to rounding.
(2) Based upon information contained in Amendment No. 1 to Schedule 13G filed by the beneficial owners with the SEC on February 10,

2015. Apollo Investment Fund VI, L.P. (�AIF VI�) is the sole member of AP Sprouts Holdings, LLC (�Sprouts LLC�). Apollo Advisors VI,
L.P. (�Advisors VI�) is the general partner of AIF VI. Apollo Capital Management VI, LLC (�ACM VI�) is the general partner of Advisors
VI, and Apollo Principal Holdings I, L.P. (�Principal I�) is the sole member and manager of ACM VI. Apollo Principal Holdings I GP,
LLC (�Principal I GP�) is the general partner of Principal I.

AP Sprouts Holdings (Overseas) GP, LLC (�Holdings Overseas GP�) is the general partner of AP Sprouts Holdings (Overseas), L.P.
(�Sprouts Overseas). Apollo Management VI, L.P. (�Management VI�) is the manager of Sprouts LLC and Holdings Overseas GP, and the
investment manager for AIF VI. AIF VI Management, LLC (�AIF VI LLC�) is the general partner of Management VI. Apollo
Management, L.P. (�Apollo Management�) is the sole member and manager of AIF VI LLC, and Apollo Management GP, LLC (�Apollo
Management GP�) is the general partner of Apollo Management. Apollo Management Holdings, L.P. (�Management Holdings�) is the sole
member and manager of Apollo Management GP, and Apollo Management Holdings GP, LLC (�Management Holdings GP�) is the
general partner of Management Holdings. Leon Black, Joshua Harris and Marc Rowan are the managers of Principal I GP, and the
managers, as well as executive officers, of Management Holdings GP, and as such may be deemed to have voting and dispositive control
over the shares of our common stock held by Sprouts LLC and Sprouts Overseas.

Sprouts LLC and Sprouts Overseas each disclaim beneficial ownership of all shares of our common stock and any other equity interests
of ours that are held of record or beneficially owned by the other selling stockholder, and Holdings Overseas GP, AIF VI, Advisors VI,
ACM VI, Principal I, Principal I GP, Management VI, AIF VI LLC, Apollo Management, Apollo Management GP, Management
Holdings and Management Holdings GP (collectively, the �Apollo Entities�) each disclaims beneficial ownership of all shares of our
common stock and any other equity interests of ours that are held of record by Sprouts LLC or Sprouts Overseas or beneficially owned
by any of Sprouts LLC, Sprouts Overseas or the Apollo Entities.

The address of each of the selling stockholders, Holdings Overseas GP, AIF VI, Advisors VI, ACM VI, Principal I and Principal I GP is
One Manhattanville Road, Suite 201, Purchase, New York 10577. The address of each of Management VI, AIF VI LLC, Apollo
Management, Apollo Management GP, Management Holdings and Management Holdings GP, and Messrs. Black, Harris and Rowan, is
9 West 57th Street, 43rd Floor, New York, New York 10019.
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DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK

General

Our authorized capital stock consists of 200,000,000 shares of common stock, $0.001 par value per share, and 10,000,000 shares of
undesignated preferred stock, $0.001 par value per share. The following description summarizes the most important terms of our capital stock.
Because it is only a summary, it does not contain all the information that may be important to you. For a complete description, you should refer
to our certificate of incorporation and bylaws, which are included as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus forms a part,
and to the provisions of applicable Delaware law.

Common Stock

As of March 2, 2015, there were 152,068,893 shares of our common stock outstanding, held by 145 stockholders of record, and no shares of our
preferred stock outstanding.

Dividend Rights

Subject to preferences that may apply to shares of preferred stock outstanding at the time, the holders of outstanding shares of our common stock
are entitled to receive dividends out of funds legally available at the times and in the amounts that our board of directors may determine.

Voting Rights

Each holder of our common stock is entitled to one vote for each share of common stock held on all matters submitted to a vote of stockholders.
Cumulative voting for the election of directors is not provided for in our certificate of incorporation, which means that the holders of a majority
of our shares of common stock voted can elect all of the directors then standing for election.

Preemptive or Similar Rights

Our common stock is not entitled to preemptive rights and is not subject to conversion or redemption. The rights of the holders of our common
stock are subject to, and may be adversely affected by, the rights of the holders of shares of any series of our preferred stock that our board of
directors may designate and issue in the future.

Liquidation Rights

Upon our liquidation, dissolution, or winding-up, the assets legally available for distribution to our stockholders would be distributable ratably
among the holders of our common stock and any participating preferred stock outstanding at that time after payment of liquidation preferences,
if any, on any outstanding shares of preferred stock and payment of other claims of creditors.

Preferred Stock

Our board of directors is authorized, subject to limitations prescribed by Delaware law, to issue up to 10,000,000 shares of our preferred stock in
one or more series, to establish from time to time the number of shares to be included in each series, to fix the designation, powers, preferences,
and rights of the shares of each series and any of its qualifications, limitations, or restrictions, in each case without further action by our
stockholders. Our board of directors can also increase or decrease the number of shares of any series of preferred stock, but not below the
number of shares of that series

12

Edgar Filing: Sprouts Farmers Market, Inc. - Form S-1

Table of Contents 19



Table of Contents

then outstanding. Our board of directors may authorize the issuance of preferred stock with voting or conversion rights that could adversely
affect the voting power or other rights of the holders of the common stock. The issuance of preferred stock, while providing flexibility in
connection with possible acquisitions and other corporate purposes, could, among other things, have the effect of delaying, deferring, or
preventing a change in our control and might adversely affect the market price of our common stock and the voting and other rights of the
holders of our common stock. We have no current plan to issue any shares of preferred stock.

Options and Restricted Stock Units

As of March 2, 2015, we had outstanding stock options to purchase an aggregate of 6,600,028 shares of our common stock, at a weighted
average exercise price of $5.85 per share, outstanding under our 2011 Option Plan and our 2013 Incentive Plan and 99,375 shares of common
stock issuable upon vesting of restricted stock units outstanding under our 2013 Incentive Plan.

Anti-Takeover Effects of Our Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws

We are governed by the Delaware General Corporation Law (referred to as the �DGCL�). Our certificate of incorporation and our bylaws contain
certain provisions that could have the effect of delaying, deterring, or preventing another party from acquiring control of our company. These
provisions, which are summarized below, may discourage coercive takeover practices and inadequate takeover bids. These provisions are also
designed, in part, to encourage persons seeking to acquire control of our company to negotiate first with our board of directors. We believe that
the benefits of increased protection of our potential ability to negotiate more favorable terms with an unfriendly or unsolicited acquirer outweigh
the disadvantages of potentially discouraging a proposal to acquire our company.

Undesignated Preferred Stock

As discussed above, our board of directors has the ability to issue preferred stock with voting or other rights or preferences that could impede the
success of any attempt to acquire control of our company. These and other provisions may have the effect of deterring hostile takeovers or
delaying changes in control or management of our company.

Limits on Ability of Stockholders to Act by Written Consent or Call a Special Meeting

Our certificate of incorporation provides that our stockholders may not act by written consent, which may lengthen the amount of time required
to take stockholder actions. As a result, a holder controlling a majority of our capital stock would not be able to amend our bylaws or remove
directors without holding a meeting of our stockholders called in accordance with our bylaws.

In addition, our certificate of incorporation provides that special meetings of the stockholders may be called only by the chairperson of our board
or our board of directors. Stockholders may not call a special meeting, which may delay the ability of our stockholders to force consideration of
a proposal or for holders controlling a majority of our capital stock to take any action, including the removal of directors.

Requirements for Advance Notification of Stockholder Nominations and Proposals

Our bylaws establish advance notice procedures with respect to stockholder proposals and the nomination of candidates for election as directors,
other than nominations made by or at the direction of our board of directors or a committee of our board of directors. These provisions may have
the effect of precluding the conduct of certain business at a meeting if the proper procedures are not followed.
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These provisions may also discourage or deter a potential acquirer from conducting a solicitation of proxies to elect the acquirer�s own slate of
directors or otherwise attempting to obtain control of our company.

Board Classification

Our board of directors is divided into three classes, one class of which is elected each year by our stockholders. The directors in each class serve
for three-year terms. In addition, our certificate of incorporation and our bylaws provide that directors may be removed only for cause. The
classification of our board of directors and the limitations on the ability of our stockholders to remove directors could make it more difficult for a
third party to acquire, or discourage a third party from seeking to acquire, control of our company.

No Cumulative Voting

Our certificate of incorporation and bylaws do not permit cumulative voting in the election of directors. Cumulative voting allows a stockholder
to vote a portion or all of the stockholder�s shares for one or more candidates for seats on the board of directors. Without cumulative voting, a
minority stockholder may not be able to gain as many seats on our board of directors as the stockholder would be able to gain if cumulative
voting were permitted. The absence of cumulative voting makes it more difficult for a minority stockholder to gain a seat on our board of
directors to influence our board�s decision regarding a takeover or otherwise.

Amendment of Charter Provisions

The amendment of the above provisions of our certificate of incorporation and bylaws requires approval by holders of at least two-thirds of our
outstanding capital stock entitled to vote generally in the election of directors.

Delaware Anti-Takeover Statute

Our certificate of incorporation provides that we are not governed by Section 203 of the DGCL which, in the absence of such provisions, would
have imposed additional requirements regarding mergers and other business combinations.

The provisions of our certificate of incorporation and bylaws could have the effect of discouraging others from attempting hostile takeovers and,
as a consequence, might also inhibit temporary fluctuations in the market price of our common stock that often result from actual or rumored
hostile takeover attempts. These provisions might also have the effect of preventing changes in our management. It is possible that these
provisions could make it more difficult to accomplish transactions that stockholders might otherwise deem to be in their best interests.

Limitations of Liability and Indemnification

Our certificate of incorporation and bylaws provide that we will indemnify our directors and officers, and may indemnify our team members and
other agents, to the fullest extent permitted by the DGCL, which prohibits our certificate of incorporation from limiting the liability of our
directors for the following:

� any breach of the director�s duty of loyalty to us or to our stockholders;
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� acts or omissions not in good faith or that involve intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of law;

� unlawful payment of dividends or unlawful stock repurchases or redemptions; and

� any transaction from which the director derived an improper personal benefit.
If Delaware law is amended to authorize corporate action further eliminating or limiting the personal liability of a director, then the liability of
our directors will be eliminated or limited to the fullest extent permitted by Delaware law, as so amended. Our certificate of incorporation will
not eliminate a director�s duty of care and, in appropriate circumstances, equitable remedies, such as injunctive or other forms of non-monetary
relief, remain available under Delaware law. This provision also does not affect a director�s responsibilities under any other laws, such as the
federal securities laws or other state or federal laws. Under our bylaws, we will also be empowered to purchase insurance on behalf of any
person whom we are required or permitted to indemnify.

In addition to the indemnification required in our certificate of incorporation and bylaws, we have entered into indemnification agreements with
each of our current directors and executive officers. These agreements will provide for the indemnification of such persons for all reasonable
expenses and liabilities, including attorneys� fees, judgments, fines, and settlement amounts, incurred in connection with any action or proceeding
brought against them by reason of the fact that they are or were serving in such capacity. We believe that these bylaw provisions and
indemnification agreements are necessary to attract and retain qualified persons as directors and officers. We also maintain directors� and officers�
liability insurance.

The limitation of liability and indemnification provisions in our certificate of incorporation and bylaws may discourage stockholders from
bringing a lawsuit against directors for breach of their fiduciary duties. They may also reduce the likelihood of derivative litigation against
directors and officers, even though an action, if successful, might benefit us and our stockholders. A stockholder�s investment may be harmed to
the extent we pay the costs of settlement and damage awards against directors and officers pursuant to these indemnification provisions. Insofar
as indemnification for liabilities arising under the Securities Act may be permitted to our directors, officers, and controlling persons pursuant to
the foregoing provisions, or otherwise, we have been advised that, in the opinion of the SEC, such indemnification is against public policy as
expressed in the Securities Act, and is, therefore, unenforceable. There is no pending litigation or proceeding naming any of our directors or
officers as to which indemnification is being sought, nor are we aware of any pending or threatened litigation that may result in claims for
indemnification by any director or officer.

Listing

Our common stock is listed on the NASDAQ Global Select Market under the symbol �SFM.�

Transfer Agent and Registrar

The transfer agent and registrar for our common stock is American Stock Transfer & Trust Company, LLC.
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PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION

The selling shareholders, which as used herein includes pledgees, donees, transferees, assignees, successors and others who later come to hold
any of the selling stockholders� inter
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